: a5 i 
aa: which has decided so few points ae the 
ture of, angels, has in a precise and formal manner 


their spirituality. Remember this preamble of 

“the council of Latran: “ Utramque de nihilo condidit 

“ereaturam, ejay et corporalem, angelicam videli- 

eet et mundanam.” This is absolute. The Council 

_manifestly opposes the one to the other—spiritual and 

“corporeal nature—and it is the ange!s which constitute 
the first. 

From its origin, through all its duration, and so on 
to the consummation of time, the whole population of 
the universe is divided, by the effect of an impenetrable 
design, into two classes totally dissimilar, in one of which 
creatures are forever united to bodies that they shall retain 
even when they bave ceased to be of use to them,— 
whilst in the other, the creatures are, on the contrary, 
strangers to all material laws. This is what we are in 
duty bound to believe, even though forced to admit that 
we cannot understand it. 

PHILOSOPHER. 

Having given you a glimpse of the truth that the per- 
fection .of the natural. conditions of human life amply 
suffices to afford an idea of the celestial, I demonstrated 
that your theory of pure spirits, aside from its contradic- 
tion of the grand principle of the unity of ereation, does 
fot rest on any definite, logical base ; and consequently, 
by philosophic justice, my opinion upon this subject is 
completely established. I might therefore rest here- 
But the notion you entertain is so prevalent, and in” 
volves so many absurdities, that I feel impelled to urge 
you still further. And if I succeed in showing that your 
doctrine is not so deeply rooted as you suppose, I shall 
have done, it seems to me, all I can to cause ony to re- 
linquish it and accept our views. 

Far be it from me to deny the gravity of the difficulty 
which the decision of the Council of Latran causes you ; 
but this decision, which would constitute not a mere elu- 
cidation of the doctrine, buta special revelation,is it in or- 
der ? You know very well that opinions were divided upon 
the subject. Cardinal Cajétan, followed by several oth- 
ers, maintains that the Council did-not define this doctrine 
an an article of faith, but simply declared it the most 
probable and the most generally received of the time. 
‘And St.Thomas, who was well'acquainted with the:affairs 
of the Couneil, for he was contemporaneous and even 
wrote of it in his tracts, considered himself so little bound 
by the words you quote, that he treats the question of 
the simultaneousness of the two creations as undecided, 
notwithstanding the formula of Latran, and concludes 
that the-affirmative is probable, without however con- 
demning the negative. If then the declaration of La- 
tran did not seem sufficiently absolute to arrest those 
who in their enthusiasm for the angel world give it an 
existence prior to the physical, why should it deter you 
from admitting the corporeity of superior beings ? 

Bat [ would have you consider that the incorporeity 
of angels has never found a more expressive formula 
than the proposition of their existence anterior to the 

- material world ; and it is precisely this which is contra- 

' dicted by the declaration of the Council. Justly alarmed 
at the invasion of scraphic asceticism, the Council were 
-unwilling that the nature of angels should appear to be- 

-Tievers so vastly superior to and independent of the world 


I feel the more ‘encouraged to solicit you to unite 
‘with us, feeling deeply as I do, how much this absurd 
theory of spirits is opposed to the true genius of Chris- 
tianity. Can it be forgotten that the great and salutary 
principle of ‘the union of the soul and body is at the 
foundation of the most essential tenets of the church ? 
Tt underlies the whole—the sacrament, founded on the 
mystical relations between the spirit and matter; the 
eucharist, presenting for our adoration God himself 
through sensible elements ; your creed, which paints 
so vividly the glorified body in the resurrection ; lastly, 
your worship, which on your very altars exhibits to 
your view images, even those of angels. Everywhere, 
however is this principle manifestly outraged by ‘the 
theory of the scholastics. Unheard of inconsistency ! 
He whose name, in the beautiful words of St. Paul, is 
“above every name,” at which, “every knee should 
bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things 
under the earth,” the King of the empyrean, the Proto- 
type of creation—He is formally classed in the order of 
corporeity ; and at the same time, the beings elevated 
nearest Him in the hierarchy of heaven, are of an order 
absolutely different, and draw from this dissimilarity 
‘even, their title to superiority. But do you not see, 
that if this view be true, your angels, far from being ex- 
alted, should be humiliated before us? for, prostrated 
with us at the feet of the same ideal, they find in us his 
image, and search in vain for it in themselves. 

I remember that Bossuet himself, in iis sermon on 
Saint Days, even while reciting mechan 
habit of the clergy, the lesson of the scbellaetes; strikés 
instinctively upon this shoal and rises from it in a man- 
ner to show its character with sufficient distinctness, 
“ Remark”’ says he,as it were instinctively,that this body 
which weighs us doivn with evils, affords the advantage, 
above the angels, of suffering for the love of God, 
representing in our glorified body the glorified body of 
Jesus, in our mortal bodies his life of suffering. Those 
immortal spirits may be partakers in the glory of 
our Saviour, but they cannot share the honor of 
partaking in his sufferings ; — and, if charity would 
permit, they would perceive in us with jealousy the 
sacred characters which liken us to the Crucified Re- 
deemer.”? Elsewhere, by a still more striking figure, 
he represents these beings in the procession of the just, 
as bards in the procession, of heroes, content to sing 
without having shared the glory of combat. 

Q, celestial musicians ! where is the superiority with 
which the doctors of the middle age would endow you? 
What place have ye, in your own heaven, thronged by 
the resurrection’s glorious dead? How strange would 
ye appear amid beings so dissimilar ; and, might ye not 
then well solicit of God the privilege of renouncing 
your spirituality ? 

Or rather, in sounding to the bottom these arguments 
of the scholastics, do we not arrive at the conclusion that, 
since it is in the nature of men not to discern an- 
gels except as enveloped in bodies, the same necessity 


must exist in heaven? 


A. J.. DAVIS AND HIS WORKS. 

We extract the following notice of the ‘‘ Penetralia” and other 
productions, of Andrew Jackson Davis, from the columns of the 
Freeport, Iit., Journal. It is worth a perusal for the valuable hints 
it throws out on the reform questions of the day, aside from its 


value to “ Harmonial Philosophers ” as a tribute to their leading | 
prophet and seer:— 
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entitled “* The Pene- ' n 


origin and perpetuity of character, the benefits vie 
vidialism, &c., &c. 

Itis by no means a dry disquisiton upon mere theo 
logical issues, but is a fresh collection of sparkling 
thoughts, adapted to the times, and clothed in the at- 
tractive dress so peculiar to the author's style. Of the 
tendency of the work we need only say, that if any are 
able to find a purer philosophy, a religious faith better 
ealeulated to enter into the life and character of the 
individual, one that requires more singleness of purpose, 
that engenders greater holiness of life, we shall welcome 
it.as gladly as we do this. 

It is worthy of notice that the author, Anprew 
Jackson Davis, fully sustains in bis private life the 
high standard erected in his writings. He is known to 
exemplify ‘all that is pure’and noble in the human 
character. 

Thirteen years ago Andrew Jackson Davis, then a 
lad of seventeen years, was a shoemaker’s apprentice 
in Poughkeepsie. He was an honest but ignorant boy, 
whose schooling had not exceeded five months, and 
whose reading had been extremely limited. He was 
known only for his frankness and sincerity of character. 
In the autumn of 1843 he became'the subject of mes- 
meric experiments, and was found to possess powers of 
clairvoyance of a surprising character. 

After experimenting for a few months, he turned 
his attention while in the clairvoyant state to the exam- 
ination and treatment of diseases, which he continued 
for some three years with remarkable success. Between 


eases, he delivered a series of lectures, which were pub- 
lished in a large volume entitled ** Nature’s Divine Reve- 
lations, and a Voice to Mankind.” It is proper to ob- 
serve that antecedent to the publication of this work, 
and indeed ever since, Mr. Davis has been known as 
one who searecly ever reads a page beyond his own 
manuscripts. | It was impossible for him to have derived 
the vast information contained in his book from study. 
He makes mention of the existence of planets, which at 
that time the immortal Le Verrier had not yet seen, and 
furnishes other instances of an interior knowledge most 
wonderful. 

Concerning his first work, we desire to quote briefly 
from the notices of the secular press at the time it was 
published :-— 

N. P. Willis, in his Home Journal, says, “ In saying 
explicitly that we cannot conceive of a more absorbing 
and captivating work, (to us far more so than any novel 
we have ever read,) we have no need to express an 
opinion as to the supernatural quality of these “Reve- 
lations.” To an unbeliever it will be a most delicious 
and far-reaching work of imagination, written with a vast 
back-ground of svientific and philosophical knowledge ; 
while to the believer it will be of course like converse 
with an arch-angel on the comparison of other worlds 
with ours.” 

The New York Sunday Despatch, in one of sey- 
eral commendatory articles, thus speaks of the ‘“‘ Reve- 
lations” :— ' 

“ Never has there been presented at one view a cos- 
mogony so grand, a theology so sublime, and a future 
destiny for man so transcendent. In science, in religion 
and in morality, it is a book which will be welcomed 
with rapture by the we «96 the loftiest and 
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_ It is such a hand-book as all those need who desire to 
telow their whole duty to themselves and their com- 
panions; to understand the nature of true marriage, 
and how to secure it, and how to livea true life. We 
hazard the sssertion that it presents the most philoso- 
phical view of love, the highest Goneeption of marriage, 
and the most truly just appreciation of existing evils 
and wrongs, with the remedies adapted thereto, ever 
published. It is calculated to make the world better, 
to correct the habits of men, to secure a higher state of 
development in this generation, and the better organiza- 
tion of the next. It contains, too, a mass of interesting 
information, valuable statistical and other facts, care- 
fully compiled, that will materially enlighten those who 
seek this knowledge. 

The volume sustains strongly the monogamic mar- 
riage, being the widest remove possible from the odious 
free-love-ism of modern times, against which it furnishes 
powerful arguments. Tn it woman will find a full re- 
cognition of her individuality, and a clear presentation 
of her rights'‘and wrongs. The temper and character of 
the work, and its obvious tendency, will commend it to 
every reformatory mind, to all who labor to free man 
from the yoke of tyranny and the shackles of error and 
superstition, who desire to see the kingdom of Heaven 
realized here upon Earth. 

Of the power of the “Harmonial Philosophy” 
above any other system of belief to emancipate man- 
kind from inharmony and the consequent suffering, we 
feel gratefully conscious. Nor do we hesitate to chal- 
lenge for it a free investigation and discussion by in- 
sen minds. or these works we only ask an at- 
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While this pce embraces the theory of inter- 
course with departed spirits, it is by no means respon- 
sible for the absurd and ridiculous performances of itin- 
erant mediums, whose vain self-conceit and arrogant as- 
sumptions are only equalled by their ignorance and stu- 
pidity. So far as our observation extends, three-fourths, 
at least, (we believe Mr. Davis says nine-tenths,) of 
the alleged communications are in part or wholly coun- 
terfeit. Most of the Spiritualist literature is of a sur- 
prisingly low order. Many of the alleged communi- 
cations would have disgraced their imputed authors if 
put forth while living. 

Yet with all these and other objections, of which Mr. 
Davis doubtless is profoundly conscious, the experience 
of the past few years demonstrates that the Harmonial 
Philosophy is destined to have a place in the world’s 
history second to no religious system extant. 

It is too late to deceive ourselves by attempting to 
under-rate the importance of this subject, or to con- 
temptuously treat as a child the fair proportions and full 
powers of manhood. 

Let the Truth meet Error on a fair field, and the 
Right will prevail. 

The Penetralia and Reformer are published in a neat 
form, the one with: upwards of three hundred and the 
other four hundred: pages, and are sold for one dollar 
each. No earnest, thoughtful, or independent man, will 
regret haying purchased and perused them. rl 


ANTI-SPIRITUALIST MALEVOLENCE. 

We extract from the columns of the Christian Spiritualist the 
following plain and direct refutation of a slanderous story that has 
been industriously spread by the Anti-Spiritualist press generally. 

As erroneous statements have been recently circulat- 
orprvapavel daily press in relation to the proceedings 

f some most worthy persons on the occasion of a fane- 
ves ceremony at Bordentown, at which our esteemed 

, Mr. William Fishbough, officiated, we deem it a 
bole ad only to the parties concerned, whose most sa- 


tot tote. haapanan Sialnad 
ages, or the blackest Paganism of any age or country.” 

_ “TI am disposed to place the most charitable con- 
stenstinn upon the motives of the editor of the Pennsyl. 
and to believe that he acted honestly, though incautious- 
ly, on the basis of thé representations he received con- 
cerning the matters involved. The ultimate responsi- 
bility, I am inclined to think, must rest upon some pre 
judiced informer, whose zeal in opposition to the awful 
‘heresy’ of Spiritualism for the time being altogether 
transcended his love of justice and truth. And, with- 
out consulting the family or other parties whose afflic- 
tions have been dragged before the public in this eruel, 
not to say brutal manner, I deem it but just, on the ba- 
sis of my own personal knowledge, to submit the follow- 
ing statements : 

“In the first place, then, the statement that the 
young lady was married, or intended to be married, ‘to 
the corpse’ of the young man, is emphatically false, 
whether knowingly so to the Inguirer’s informant or 
not. In the ceremony which did take place such an in+ 
tention was expressly and distinctly disavowed. The 6s 
sential part of the ‘ ceremony’ consisted simply in pre- 
senting to the young lady, with appropriate remarks, a 
package of letters and other writings ‘which the young 
man had composed and addressed to her before his 
death—documents whieh bore the unfading impress of 
his love and wisdom, and through which he still spoke 
to her. This was adopted as an appropriate method by 
which she might express a love for the departed one 
which was stronger than death, and enshrine in signifi. 
cant external symbols that soul-union which she felt 
already subsisted between them, and which indeed, the 
young man, before (not after) hisdeath, had requested 
should be externally represented in some suitable way. 
‘Defore thie.+ eoremony’ waa 


the one who 
was requested to officiate reflected that it would be ex- 


ceedinglychaste and beautiful ; that it would be entirely 
unobjectionable as an incleet expression of a devotion 
which angels might admire, and that, not falling within 
the conditions of what the world and the world’s laws 
regard as marriage, or being in any way an infringe- 
ment of either human or divine Jaws, it would leave the 
young lady entirely unembarrassed, either temporally or 
spiritually, in respect to any connections which she 
might be disposed to form in future ; and it is now dig- 
covered to have the additional recommendation of being 
nobody's business outside of the circle of the young la- 
dy’s immediate connections and friends. ‘The very 
head and front’ of the ‘ uandiiy: unnatural circumstan- 
ces,’ ‘ hath this extent, no more.’ 

“The statement that the ‘ceremony was performed 
through a boy, who acted as medium,’ may be char- 
acterized as falsehood Number 2. What ceremony there 
was performed was performed by your humble corres- 
pondent, in the full possession of his normal senses, and 
who has passed the period of boy!:ood by more than 
twenty years. The funeral services were also per- 
formed by myself. 

“ The statement that ‘ the young lady acted at the grave 
like one really possessed of an evil spirit ;’ that ‘she 
raved and flung herself into the grave and was with dif- 
ficulty borne from the spot,’ &c., is falsehood Number 
3, and is the moet eruel in the whole category of misrep- 


resentations. Iwas standing within four feet of her at 
the time, and testify that she ‘did not rave ;’ that she 
did not ‘fling herself into the grave, and that she did 
not act unnaturally or unbecomingly in any respect 
whatsoever. Ktedempcothalchus thao ay! 
expression to the grit of her bereaved heat in aud oni 
though not very loud, sobs, and showed 

fainting, but walked to the carriage, fing hs me 
of two of her friends. 

_ “The ‘madman’—the father of her intended husband 
is one of the most respectable and influential citizens 
y one 
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but it is not out of f character in China. — 

"Phere isan American custom not dissimilar ; but it 
cannot be called absurd of course, because it exists in 
a civilized land,—is one of the institutions of an enlight- 

“ ened nation. We refer to the professional performances 

of our preachers and public lecturers. We, their 
patrons, goto'them with the pretence that we want the 
superfluities in our characters ‘clipped off, —that we 
wish to be shaved clean of sin, and made morally fit to 
appear in society. Coming away after the operation, it 
js not our question—Are our imperfections removed ? 
Are we spiritually cleanerthan before? But—Did he 
tickle our ears with eloquence, and lull us with charming 
oratory ? 
- Look at our most popular preachers ;—what is it 
gives them their position — their salaries? For 
what are they lauded and paid? Is it for their meek- 
néss and long suffering, their humility and self-sacri- 
fice? Or is it fot their rhetoric and elocution, their 
pleasing tropes and popular “hits ?’’ Do they constant: 
ly bear about with thém the crucified spirit of the de- 
spised Nazarene ; or are they puffed up with worldly 
pride, and stiff with the starch of theology ? 

We: speak ‘not’ to disparage religious” teachers. 
They are what they are because society demands such. 
It is no fault of theirs that they supply us with what we 
demand and pay for. We need not complain that the 
market is stocked with dry fodder, so long as we, the 
consumers, insist on nothing better. We have what we 
bargain for. 

The remedy for the imperfections we complain of, 
naturally suggests itself. We must insist on having 
ive men to speak to us. In elevating ourselves, in 
placing the standard of our requirements higher, we 
shall evolve, through the inevitable action of spiritual 
law, something suited to our need. Society cannot 
draw..on the strings of a.realized mood, without being 
ing to itself a supply. Butthis demand must be living, 
vital. . Let the masses be filled with the magnetism of 
reform, they will attract such ministrations and through 
such.men as mediums, as will help them forward. So 
to express it, let each individual in the community be 
-as a plate in the grand battery, and we shall draw from 
the.spiritual. world. that. electric life which will purify 
and regenerate the race. 

Take the American Revolution for example: The 
people were filled with the spirit of freedom,—of resis- 
tance to tyranny. That feeling was vital, active, vigor- 
ous. The spiritual elements evolved a Washington to 
lead in liberty’s cause... He was the living emtudiment, 
the concentration of the spirit of the tine. He was the 
Leyden jar, charged’ from the great battery of public 
jsentiment. In short he was ¢he man for the time,—as 
much so as if he had been specially coined .by Provi- 
dence for his place. Other reformers, political, moral 
and religious, might be cited as instances of this princi- 
ple. 

Now it devolves. upon us to make this call for mmn — 
menimbued with the life principle, — men who shall 
embody in well-balanced proportions the renovating ele- 
@ments that are. now flowing down to us from the spirit 
world;—men who shall have no thought of self-aggran- 
-dizement or popular applause,—men whose pure hearts 


‘shall overflow with that electric power that finds its re- | 


in. every true soul,—men, in aword, whose 
Lives are real, and whose every.act isan outspoken trath. 
|, Let us:rightly demand much mon and we shall have 
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than this Rev. gentle- 
man, or those endorsed by him, take note and beware! 

Perhaps we shall be told that the Rev. gentleman’s 
duneiolation had reference only to teachings relative to 
certain questions termed ‘ theological,” and not at all 
to matters of science, philosophy, or art. We reply, |. 
that he makes no exceptions, and his language autho- 
rizes the reader to make none ; indeed, a single excep- 
tion, in behalf of any branch of truth or inquiry would 
be fatal to his whole position. For if it is right and 
proper that men should inquire in one direction beyond 
what is stated in the Bible, how can it be shown that it 
is not equally right to inquire in other directions? If 
the alleged restriction is anywhere broken over, why 
not everywhere? . If man may inquire, beyond the 
revealings of the Bible, into Astronomy, or Geology, or 
Chemistry, or Physiology, why may he not also inquire 
respecting Angelology, Anthropology, and Pneuma- 
tology, or the science of spirit, embracing its nature 
and its'immortal destiny ?. Can any rational reason be 
given? If so, in the name of God and of truth, let 
these dogmatizers bring it forth. If they cannot, why 
should the people longer listen to them ? 

Bat this writer quotes, as if conclusive on this point 
to the Christian believer, the following recorded words 
of Jesus to his disciples: ‘‘ All things that I have heard 
of my Father, I have declared unto you.” (John xv. 
15.) What may have been the meaning of this lan- 
guage, or whether ¢orrectly reported or not, we will not 
here undertake to say; but we would remind this 
writer that the same great Teacher is reported as decla- 
ring a little while subsequently, “I have yet many 
THINGS to say unto you, but ye cannot bear them now ;” 
and we also find him adding, “‘ aLu TorNes THAT THE 
Fatorr nare”” [i. e., all truths, without limit] “ are 
mingE;” and, “the Spirit of Truth . . . shall 
Pa Se SE ne ae te ne ee eS ee 
12-15.) No language could more explicitly state, that 
Truth without restriction, on all subjects in God’s uni- 
verse, is free to man’s reception, and that the only 
limit to bis attainments is his ability tb bear, or to com- 
prehend and properly use, that which he may acquire. 

There is, it is true, a sense in which “ the revealed 
word of God”’ is the only source of truth on any sub- 
ject. The “word” or wisdom of God is exhibited in 
every object throughout the limitless creation. It is 
written on every leaf, on every flower, on every pebble, 
on every: star. His ‘will’ is expressed in the eonsti- 
tution of all things; or, as is commonly said, in the 
laws which govern all motions or changes, and which 
determine all results. » This \‘‘ word” or ‘* wisdom ” 
or ‘* will” of God, ia regard to any matter, is wnre- 
vealed, or “‘ secret,”’ to us, so long as we remain in 
ignorance in relation to that particular matter ; but it 
becomes the “ revealed word of God” just so fast and 
so far as we acquire, by any means, or through any 
channel, true knowledge in relation to the subject in 
question. All phenomena, of whatever kind, are thus 
revealers of God's will—that is, they are “‘ God’s word.”’ 
Where we have learned that it is the will of God (or 
the Forming Power) that we should not thrust our hand 
into the fire, or drink agua-fortis; these truths become 
the ‘‘ revealed will of God'’’ to, us; and so of what- 
ever else of truth we may learn, whether respecting our 
physical or. our spiritual natures, and whether or not 
that truth may have been learned and recorded by any 
ancient prophet, evangelist, 0 or teacher. The Iofinite 
spirit of truth is everywhere present, and ready to. ‘‘Jead 


into all trath” every mind that is open to His leadings. | 


But minds which voluntarily limit themselves to the 
puerile attainments of a rudimental age, or bind 
themselves to a denominational creed, — like a. horse 
pasinsarbaninet Sn itaeat.£ boundless field, — 
tigely gnc 
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sacninsit UPSHER “AND THE PRINOETON DISASTER. 


The lamented Upsher, at the very time when the 
fatal gun ‘was loading that blew him to atoms, and im- 
mediately before’ its disastrous explosion, in drinking a 
toast, took up an empty bottle, and remarked that these 
dead bodies (empty bottles,) must be cleared away be- 
fore he could drink his:toast. Setting it aside, he took 
up, by chance,another empty bottle,and repeated, that he 
could not give his toast till the dead bodies were clear- 
ed away. Nor did he. In a few seconds his own dead 
body, with many others, was indeed ‘“‘ cleared away.” 
In conjunction, read what follows from a correspondent 
of the Boston Daily Advertiser, who says: 

“It is worthy of remark, as a singular instance of 
pre-supposed danger, that the late Secretary of State, 
Mr. Upsher, could not be prevailed upon to join in 
either, of the previous excursions in the Princeton 
down-the Potomac, assigning as a reason his fears of 
some disaster from the big cannon. It was only by 
much persuasion that his prejudices were surmounted, 
and he prevailed upon to unite with other members of 
the Cabinet, aud many personal friends, in aceompany- 
ing the President on that greatly to’ be deplored occa- 
sion. Of this remarkable fact there ean be no doubt, 
for I have it from one who heard it from the Secretary’s 
own lips, wondering at the same time that an individual 
possessed of so much good sense and strong nerve 
should permit his fears or prejudices thus to influence 


him.?? 
in 


While going .dosye-ta the Drinceton in the morning, 
Com. Kennon, another of the killed, remarked to Capt. 
Saunders, that if any accident should befall him on this 
occasion, he (Capt. 8.) would be the next in net 
at the Navy Yard. sud 

Judge Wilkins ‘hada similar preionition, to whitch he 
took heed, and by which his life was saved. As the 
fatal gun was about to be fired, he remarked pleasantly, 
“Though Secretary of War, I don’t like this firing, and 
believe I shall run;” suiting the action to the word, 
he retreated to a place of safety. If Judge Upsher or 
Com. Kennon bad heeded their promonitions, so plain, 
so powerful that they were uttered, and in the face of 
the ridicule with which they were met, they too would 
have been saved. So loud was the voice of this spirit- 
ual monitor in Judge Upsher, that he could hardly be 
persuaded to go on board, and, when on board, could 
only talk of ‘*dead bodies.”” | These facts are un- 
doubted. Their inferences are palpable. These facts 
are recent and striking, but they are by no means alone. 

REV. D. DAMON'S PREDICTION. 

The Bay State Democrat of last evening an- 
nounces the death on Sunday morning, of the Rey. 
David Damon, Pastor of the Unitarian Society at 
West Cambridge. He was engaged at Reading on 
Friday afternoon last, in preaching a funeral sermon, 
when he was attacked with a fit of apoplexy, which has 
thus proved fatal. A short time since, while delivering 
an address at a conseeration of a rural cemetry at West 


Cambridge, he made the remark, that possibly he should 


be the first to repose in death beneath its shades ; and 
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. Rockrorp, Illinois, Aug. 10, 1856. 

-Fatenp Newton :--1 drop you this brief note just 
to inform you that the new faith is still spreading and 
strengthening its hold upon the public mind in this 
region. True, it has not yet shown itself in anything 
like its full foree to the public eye; but the time is 
near at hand when this will be the case, at least toa 
much greater extent than now. A public hall, together 
with a reading and conversational room, will doubtless 
be opened in this place early in autumn, which will do 
much to concentrate and give force to the interest in 
this all-absorbing question. of the day. _ Several circles 
are now held, one of which I have occasionally attend- 
ed. This is almost entirely made up of natives of Scot- 
land, and I have been much interested in observing 
with what an earnest, vigorous grasp, the Scotch mind 
lays hold upon the great spiritual problem... I think it 
must be conceded,. that if it is a national trait of the 
Scotch to hold firmly on to old and long cherished doc- 
trines, they are equally earnest in their pursuit of new 
truth, when it is once fairly before them. Hence it 
may be inferred, that although at present Scotland is to 
a great extent closed to the leading religious movement 
of the present century, yet it is far from being an un- 
promising field of labor for the friends of the new faith. 
The Scotch arean impressible race, and mediums of a 
cortaia stamp would soon become numerous. There 
are three in the circle just spoken of, —all speaking 
mediums, however. Recently this circle has_been re- 
solved into a class for. mutual instruction, which meets 
_every Sunday afternoon, It has proved very interesting 
and instruetive thus far: it is probable that it will be- 
come gradually enlarged until quite a congregation 
shall be assembled on these occasions. On last Sunday 
the subject for consideration was prayer, and while some 
little parleying was going on as to who should lead in 
the discussion, one of the mediums was influenced, and 
a very handsome and appropriate introduction was thus 
furnished for,us. I send you the substance of this as 
taken down by the scribe, which you can publish if you 
think best, It is a fair sample of what we have been 
receiving constantly for many months,-and of which we 
have enough recorded to fill a good sized volume. 

Fraternally yours, H. Ss. 


COPY OF THE COMMUNICATION REFERRED TO ABOVE. 


‘* As the soul becomes a fit receptacle for the truth 
that-is in heaven, it naturally inspires the draft from 
thence. This inspiration nourishes the soul, and makes 
it a fruitful vine, a beautiful evergreen, ever enriched 
with thoughts from above, ever receiving within the 
essence from heaven, that essence which pervadeth all 
and everywhere in God’s universe, even on the earth as 
full asin heaven. God is everywhere present, and if 
we turn to him we shall inspire his spirit, which will 
make us what the saints in heaven are now. It’ will 
bring us to a knowledge of our true relation to God the 
Father of spirits ; it will bring us to feel our sonship 

~ with him who was crucified ; it too will give us that 
Spirit of adoption whereby we on aha Father.” 
This is the true spirit of prayer. ~ re 
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belief of Sp jritualists? Yet it ‘is copied from a paper pro- 
fessing to diseredit spirit-manifestations,—one which losés 
no opportunity to cast ridicule and derision on our faith 
and its professors. Even the identical column’ contain- 
ing this sweet little effusim, is marred by a low slur, in- 
tended to be a witty hit at its Spiritualist neighbor — 
When next the author ofthat paragraph writes anything 
fanny, will he have the goodness to, insert a parenthesis 
to tell ‘‘ where the laugh comes in?” asit really might 
trouble persons with a less lively sense of the droll than 
he, to discover his exquisite humor. 

But to return to the poem, Does it mean something 
or nothing? Is it a jingle of rhymes, a pretty tinkle of 
meaningless sounds to amuse the outward ear; or is it, 
as it would seem, the silver voice of verity’s trumpet 
calling up echoes in the deep soul? If the former,— 
if it only have the merit of “ Ding, dong, bell!’ and 
kindred ‘‘ Mother Goose” melodies, why should so dig- 
nified andpious a paper give its valuable space to such a 
production? If, on the contrary, it embodies a beautiful 
truth, why deride that in plain prose which is hugged. to 
the bosom in poesy? Verily, consistency 7s a precious 
jewel! We suggest it as atopic to some ofthe Olive 
Branch’s poetical contributors. Perchance were its 
charms displayed in verse, our neighbor would better 
appreciate its beauty and value. Xi? 


PAMINE OF THE WORD OF LIFE. 

There isa famine in the land! Not of bread, which 
maketh the people mourn, but of spiritual food which 
nourisheth the soul, and buildeth up unto eternal life. 
Behold ! the days come, saith the Lord God, that I will 
send a famine in the land, not a famine of bread, nora 
thirst for water, but of hearing the words of the Lord. 
They shall run to and fro to seek the word of the Lord, 
and shall not find it. This is one of the fearful predic- 
tions of the Bible, and. may not the American Church 
take the alarm from it? Religion throughout tke eoun- 
try shows itself comparatively a weak and inefficient in- 
strumentality, a system of denominational partyism, and 
‘a struggling of the sects for predominant position and 
power one above another. The name is seen every- 
where. The church-tower points above, and witnesses 
that the temples of Jehovah are in the land. These, 
too, are expressive signs. But what are temples, and 
ministers, and rituals, if the bread of life is not dis- 
pensed from them to)the perishing and dying of earth ? 
The mere show or the glitter of gorgeous service, can- 
not be satisfying to the hungry soul. The starving, 
miserable being who implores for bread, cares nothing 
for the splendid mansion. He wants food, and he must 
perish without it. So it is with the soul thirsting for 
the waters of life. It is the pure, sustaining aliment 


which it seeks, the righteousness, peace, aud joy in the 


Holy Ghost, of which the Kingdom of God consists, 
and for the dispensation of which the Lord bas provided 
ample means through his Church and the ministry. 
Why, then, should this famine of the word of life pre- 
vail? Let our pulpits, and the ministers who occupy 


them, answer! Let professing Christians, almost 


drowned in worldliness, and spiritless as the marble 
stake pincer ! Millions are perisbing while the gra- 
naries are full and ranning over, and while He who is 
the Bread of Life is opening his bowels of mercies to 
balp [nner ‘The famine is sore upon the land. We see 
enone the Church and out of it. The 
SS ito who has not. lifo 
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One would be led to think, by hearing the special 
claims of the Christian believer, that he really flatters 

“himself possessed of all truth, and nothing. but the 
truth; and that there never was, is, norean be any val- 
“id-question to such claim. “ Claiming, as well he may, 
the highest light of the’past, he forthwith arrogates to 
himself exemption from the charge of sustaining any 
fundamental and-damning error. The thing cannot be. 
“We are right and we know we are right.” And 
why? “ Becausé our grandpas and papas and every 
body élse believed just as we do, and we believe just as 
they do; and, of course, must be right. It’s no use to 
talk with’ you infidels. Our priest keeps us posted, 
and we know just where to place you-—conspicuously in 
our highest contempt; and under the weight of all the 
-adverse influences we can marshal against you.” 

Practically, I ask, is not this too strikingly true ?_— 
Then O, blush on Christian professions ! and shame on 
‘such high pretensions! ‘Christianity, if I am able 
rightly to interpret its spirit, emphatically demands the 
broadest charity. For what else was its founder perse- 
cated to the death, but forthe promulgation of libera- 
Principles? Tt was no spirit of conservatism or exelu- 
siveness, but rather a broad philanthropy, unbounded 
charity and a labor of love for all, irrespective of reli- 
gion or caste, that exasperated and raised the indigna- 
tion of Church and State, and led to his arrest and 
painful death by an infuriate mob. It is claimed Je- 
sus was without sin. He was then hatedfor his vir- 
tues. Is it impossible the like should happen in our 
time,—that individuals should be hated for their vir- 
tues? “Alas! we think we hazard nothing in the asser- 
tion that often the most deadly hatred is cherished 
against the greastest virtue. An insane jealousy, stim- 
ulated by selfishness and unchecked by fear, tends di- 
rectly to hatred and death. Cases might be cited which 
haye fallen under the writer’s observation, the recital of 
which would lead too widely from his present purpose.— 
Nor were it needful. . The reader is doubtless acquaint- 
ed with many striking and sad exemplifications of what 
is affirmed. 

It is not Christianity nor its founder we would assail, 
but its ignorant and misguided professors. Its unprin- 
cipled, selfish and designing leaders we contemni— 
Blind leaders of the blind,’—let both fall into the 
ditch of condemnation together, and utterly vanish be- 
fore the light of that divine life now being begotten in 
the hearts of men- The night of error shall, in the ages 
to'come, be ‘succeeded by ‘‘ the perfect day.” Already 
the world hastens to the morning light. ' Here’and there 
appear bright constellations of liberated souls, fired with 
a love of trath, wisdom, goodness, love and beauty, 
realy to do battle for the right; and no arm raised 
against them shall prosper. They are mighty through 
the truth, and the sustaining ministration of angels for 

. the redemption of man. Under Spiritualism a new phi- 
losophy awaits us. As in the material world no_parti- 
ele of matter is lost, so in the spiritual all heretofore 
considered lost are to be given back. And in the res- 
titution of all things is restored the harmony of the race ; 
and in harmony oneness or unity; in unity complete- 
ness ; in completeness all possible perfection : in perfec- 
tion bliss, and in bliss endless progression. - 

From the effects of our proximity, or, in other words, 

awakening consciousness of spiritual exi mn 
-Srgue ingalealable good—the dawn of a new and vastly 
more progressive era. — g is now to b 
_brought to the test of spiritual investigation, —the chaff 
severed from the wheat, and the hay, wood and stubble 
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UNit A set co é : j 
__ There is no use in being mealy-me or disguising 
the matter. The fact is, the world is even yet down 
‘side up and wrong side out, and must be set right. “Ev- 
ery man thinks it unsafe to trust his brother, and each 
in bis turn must, suffer from his neighbor's officiousness. 
It must be remembered, however, that the world is a 
baby yet, and hardly daresgo alone. Thanks to Heaven 
for signs of strength and manliness! .A few more roll- 
ing years and men shall blush to know they come so late 
learn they are Brothers. 


** Who sees in mana brother, 
Himself a brother is— 
Nor needs he more than this to know,— 
A brother's ills,—to lift him from his woe.” 


N. H. Swatnx. 
Columbus, (O.) August 18, 1856. 


THE AVENGING ANGEL. 


We remember to have seen a picture many years ago, 
representing a murder scene upon a desert plain. A 
man was lying upon the ground, dead, while his mur- 
derer had turned to flee from the spot. No human eye 
was there to see the deed enacted, but resting upon bis 
shoulders, with an upraised sword in her right hand, 
was the avenging angel, destined to pursue, with unre- 
lenting watehfulness, the murderer to his doom. The 
pictare made a deep impression upon our mind, and 
for an allegorical scene was better expressive of a great 
fact than anything we have ever seen. We know it is 
a fact that no sin goes without its reward ; that howev- 
er concealed from the eye of the world, hidden in caves 
or buried in’ the earth where the leaves may. fall and 
cover it, one knows the sin —the sinner himself — and 
in that knowledge there is a torture to him worse than 
exposure, where his secret is divided with the great 
world. We know of the certainty of punishment in 
some manner, but it is hard to comprehend the invisi- 
ble agencies at work to secure the ends of justice. We 
are often astonished at the seemingly miraculous discov- 
ery of crimes that the best efforts of villanous ingenuity 
have long studied to conceal, This ingenuity itself is 
often the means of its own detection. A word, a look, 
a gesture, will awaken a train of suggestions that may 
lead directly to a discovery of wiekedness that years of 
silence and darkness have rested on. The question 
may well be asked, if the idea embodied by the paint 
eraboye alluded to, is not a fact? May there not be 
an avenging spirit that springs up from a sin to follow 
its perpetrator, whose mission and power are revealed 
in the mysteries of detection, that so bewilder us by 
their strangeness? The. facts seem to warrant such a 
belief, and many “Providences,” so regarded, may be 
an exhibition of the spirit deputy of avenging justice — 
implacab'e justice — that admits ofno palliation. Should 
we be convinced of this fact, let us watch ourselves 
well, and do nothing that shall draw upon us this in- 
visible attendant, a belief in whose presence only would 
carry a punishment with it hard to bear. We should 
rather have the company of the benignant angels that 
come to men in pleasant consciences and beautiful 
thoughts — those that come to men in their dreams and 


wave their white wings above the sleepers, and breathe 


the airs of heayen upon their headsf/ We must be good 
to be happy. 


The Muses are described in Mythology as daughters 
iter and Mnemosyne. . 
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at the’ stream of 
life chall flow on forever in a broad and even channel, 
‘with no obstructions to disturb the placidity of its wa- 
ters? If he does, he must also beliévé that he isa non- 
entity in the world; for misfortunés are the lot of 

‘genius, and troublesome times are the eradles of great 
men. It is only by darkness and storms that heroism 
gains its greatest development and illustration. Then 
it kindles the black cloud into a blaze of glory, and the 
‘storm bears it more rapidly to its destiny. 

Wherefore then, should we despait? As long as 
there is ground for hope, cherish it; as long as one 
good power is yours, use it. Failure may attend this 
effort and that one ; disappointment may greet us, where 
we expect to meet nothing but success, but despair riot ; 
time has been but variations of the common fate of man, 
our condition is as good as that of our neighbor, if we 
would but believe it; Look to thyself, then, and thine 
own concerns, for 

“Life is not all a fleeting dream, 
A meteor flash, @ rainbow gleam, 
A bubble on the floating stream.” 

— There is work, work to be done, and every hour 
brings. with it some allotted task, Dark hours. will 
come, but ever set before thee noble ends to be. attained 
by noble means, and thou shalt have a gleam of hope, 
yea, a sure promise of success even in the deepest 
affliction, the sorest trials, for the Lord God is a sun 
and a shield; no good thing will he withhold from them 
that walk uprightly. 


PORM AND POWER. 


The saddest sight upon which one’s soul ever looks 
in this world, is the Borpse OF Feligigie” -& desolate-and 
decaying dwelling, a deserted temple, a lifeless human 
body, are all dark and sorrowful objects of contempla- 
tion, but, to the appreciating soul, none of them. com- 
pare with the dead form of religion, in raising emotions 
of deep sadness. The more beautiful the dwelling left 
to decay, the more grand and magnificent the deserted 
and mouldering temple, and the more perfect the spirit- 
less human form, the more profound the feelings of sor- 
rowing desolation in contemplating the wreck. The 
same principle. holds. good with reference to the dead 
body of religion. We think of the high, pure soul that 
might have animated with a divine life, this decd form, 
and weep for its loss. We let reason speak of the good 
deeds this form might haye put forth to bless the race, 
and our regrets are boundless. The more magnificent 
the form, the more ghastly the spiritual impression. 
The more numerous these forms, the more is the reli 
gious atmosphere impregnated with a death-like spirit. 
Religious forms, where the spirit has fled, stalk like 
corpses through the aisles of our churches. Their stony 
hearts send forth no pulsations. for good. They are 
like the dream. of the Prophet in the Valley of Vision, 
mere fleshless bones. Relying upon them for overcom- 
ing evil, is like relying upon a regiment of corpses to 
fight. Their yotaries wander over life, as if in a fune- 
ral procession. Action is the only exceutive power in 
religion. Ceremony can never convey life, and forms 
when dead, ought to be buried.—Reformer. 


_ LETTERS RECEIVED, NOT OTHERWISE ACKNOWLEDGED. — L. 
Smith, N. E. Crittenden, J, Josselyn, J. W. Kennedy, J. War- 
ren. 

Dr. J. B. Dopps, will lecture in Welles Hall, Lowell, the first 
and second Sundays in September. : 

Du. A. B. Curxps, will deliver a lecture next Sunday morning, 
‘the 3ist inst., at No. 15 Brattle street. Su n 
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~ ‘Leortrens now 1N THe Piety. The following are the names 
and addresses of the principal public advocates of Spiritualism 
who are now in the field in New England : a as 

Dr. Jouy Maxuew, of New York, maybe addressed at this 
Office. p 
_ J. W. H. Tooter, of New York, late editor of Christian Spir- 
ttualist, may be addressed at Salem, Mass., Box 219. 

J. J. Locks, of South Reading, (Liberty Grove) Mass. 

Joun M. Spar, may be addressed care of Wm. P. Spear, 
15 Franklin St., Boston. 4g 

Miss C. M. Berne, of South Boston, reads lectures written by 
spirit agency. 

Miss A. W. Srracus, of Piymouth, Vt., Trance- Speaker. 


Mrs. M. 8. Townsend (formerly Mrs. Newton), of Bridge- 
water, Vt., Trance Speaker. 

Mrs. H. F. Huntiey, of Paper Mill Village, N. H., Trance 
Speaker. 

Mus. R. M. Henpeasos, Trance Speaker, Newtown, Conn. 

Mrs. Joun Purrer, Trance Speaker, No. Hanson, Mass. (Mrs. 
Puffer also examines and prescribes for disease, ) 

Austin E. Smmtons, of Woodstock, Vt., Trance Speaker. 

Axpen Putnam, Esq., of Roxbury, Mass., will receive appli- 
cations to repeat his lectures on Mesmerism, Spiritualism and 
Witchcraft. 

N.S. Greeniear, Haverhill, Mass., Trance Speaker. 

H. P. Farrrrecp, Wilbraham, Mass., Trance Speaker. 


Grssow Suiri, South Shaftsbury, Vt. 

S. C. Hewrrrt, formerly editor of the New Era, lectures on 
Spiritualism as a@ Science, as clearly proved as chemistry, or any 
of the natural sciences Also on its Philosophy and its Uses, em- 
bracing as may be demanded in any loeality, much or little of the 
wide range of earnest thought and vital truth which this vast and 
important subject affords. He may be addressed at 15 Franklin 
st., Boston, Mass. seenthihapctheilltiaencittahl . 
~ Letit be understobd that in announcing these names, we make 
no endorsement of the teachings of these several speakers. 
Those who speak in the normal state are expected to present 
their individual views of truth, each in his or her own way ; 
while those who are used as instruments for disembodied intelli- 
gences do not themselves undertake to be responsible for what is 
spoken. Truth must bear her own credentials, 

EE ——_—_—_—_————_—_—__—_—_———— 
MEETINGS IN BOSTON AND VICINITY. 

Muerines In CHAPMAN HALL,—NeW ARRANGEMENT. Meet- 
ings willbe heldin this Hall, Chapman place, leading from 
School street, on Sundays, at 3 and 74 P. M., for the investiga- 
tion and discussion of Spiritualism, and all the great questions 
which pertain to the happiness of man, present and future.— 
The meeting will be conducted by the subscriber, who will invite 
speakers to take part in the discussions. Persons from abroad, 
and friends knowing of suitable persons who will speak, will 
please give their address to the Chairman. Admission fee, 5 
cents, Circles for Development, &c. in the morning at 10 o'clock. 
Admission to the circles, 6 cents, as usual. 

The subject for consideration next Sunday afternoon will be 
the question, 

Does the opposition to the extension of Slavery arise from the 
love of justice and liberty ? 

P. I. Bracken. 


MEETINGS IN BratrLe Street, No. 15, at the Hall of the 
“Spiritual Association,” on Sundays, morning and afternvon. 
Speaking usually by entranced mediums—exercises expected to 
be of areligious character. Admission free. Rooms open at all 
times during the week for information respecting Spiritualism, 
interviews with mediums, sale of books and papers, etc. 


MBETINGS IN CHELSEA, on Sundays, morning and evening, 
at Guild’s Hall, corner of Hawthorn and Bellingham streets. 
D. F. Gopparp, regular speaker. Seats free. ; 

SPECIAL NOTICES. 
A. C. Srizes, M. D., would hereby give notice, that, after the 
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Mrs. Mary Union street, North Adams, Mass., will 
devote a portion of time to the examination of diseases and prescriptions 
for the same. Also healing by the laying on of hands; tatior 

M. Private 


will give attention. 
IN WARE, MASS. es 
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DR. ABBOTT’S MEDICINES. 

Our CHonera Corprat can be depended on to cure Cholera, 
Cholera Morbus, Dysentery —has been in constant use since the 
Cholera Season of 1832... Pracn Conran will cure debility, 
faintness at the stomach, and is an excellent Tonie Cordial. 
Our Panacea will cure Coughs, Cold, and Asthma. The CanxeR 
Corprat will cure the Canker in the Mouth and Stomach and 
Canker Humors in the Blood.—FemMate ResToRative—lor 
Female Debility. ‘ 

P.S. Spiritual and Mesmeric Preseriptions put up with care, 

J.& bens. F, Anporr, 214 Hanover st, 
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the fair market price. Approved orders at the 


B. CHILD, ‘M. D., DENTIST. No, 
e@ Street, Boston, Mass. 


EALING INFIRMARY. Docror B iN cures Can- - 
HEA and Canecerous Humors, without the use of the tails or tae 
with caustic, and with but little pain and inconvenience to patients, by ap- 
plying a cerate which has a chemical action, destroying the Vitality of the 
cancers, causing a separation between. the cancer and the 
Sues, and an opening of the integuments ov: 
tumor will escape, root and branch. 
heals up in a short time, 

Over 200 cases have been 


15 TREMONT 


ffort and deter- 
and subdue disease in fellow man. 
Botanic and Clairvoyant Physician 
‘almer, Mass. 


ENTISTRY. Dr,.N. H. SWAIN, Dentist, Columbus 
Obio. Satisfaction guaranteed in all cases, and prices reasonable. Z 


TEPHEN CUTTER, HEALING MEDIUM, (formerly 
of Woburn), may be found at No. 43 Central Street, Lowell. 10—9+ 


Wego & COMPANY, dealers in Carpetings, of every 
Railroad 


variety of Fabric and Quality, Hall over Maine 
Haymarket Square, Boston. 9 ' iia 


es 
NZ MEDICINE STORE. The subscriber has located 


at Store No. 456 Washington street, for the sale of ECLECTIC 
BOTANIC Medicines, Roots, Herbs, Barks, Toilet Articles, &e. Also, pun. 
NAM’S ERADICATIVE, for'Scrofula and all impurities of the blood. Pre- 
scriptions carelully prepared.and put up. Xxaminations by one of the best 


healing mediums. : 
FRANKLIN PUTNAM, 
9—3m No. 363 Washington street. 


SS 
TLINEEY AND DRESS-MAKING.—Mns, A. J. Kex- 
ison, No. 252 Washington Street, Boston. itt 
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Ist of Sept. his terms will be as follows :—For Clairvoyrant Ex- |: 


-aminations and Prescription $2; if by a lock of hair $3. For 
Psychronetric Delineation of Character with Conjugal adapta- 
tions $2. Bridgeport, Aug. 20,. 

On and after September first my terms for examination will be 
$5.00 when present, $8.00 for locks of hair, all subsequent ex- 
aminations $200 
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In the busy street, 

By the winter hearth-fires, 
Everywhere we meet — 
Though unpledged and songless, 

Birds of Paradise, 
Heaven looks on us daily 
Out of human eyes. 


Hand in hand with angels, 
Walking every day, 

How the chain may brighten 
None of us can say ; 

Yet it doubtless reac hes 
From earth’s lowest one 

To the loftiest seraph 
Standing near the throne. 


Hand in hand with angels, 
*T is a twisted chain, 
Winding heayenward, earthward, 
Up and down again. 
There}’s a painful jarring — 
There’s a clank of doubt, 
If a heart grows heavy, 
Or a heart ’s left out. 


Hand in hand with angels, 
Blessed so to be ; 
Helped are all the helpers; 
Who give light shall see. 
He who aids another, 
Blesses more than one; 
Linking earth, he grapples 
To the great white Throne. 


Hand in hand with angels, 


Ever let them go; 
Clinging to the strong ones, 


Drawing up the slow. 
One electric love-stone, 
Thrilling all with fire, 
Soar we through vast ages, 
Higher — ever higher. 
Ladies’ Wreath. 
——————_ 


THE MOSS8-ROSE. 


The angel of the flowers, one day, 

Beneath a rose-tree sleeping lay — 

That spirit to whom charge is given 

To bathe young buds in dews of heaven, 
Awaking from his light repose, 

The angel whispered to the Rose, 

«0, fondest object of my care, 

Still fairest found, where all are fair, 

For the sweet shade thou giv’st to me, 

Ask what thou wilt ’ ’tis granted thee.” 
Then,” said the Rose, with cacgiene. glow, 
*¢ On me another grace bestow.” 

The spirit paused in silent thought — 
‘What grace was there t hat flower had not? 
*Twas but a moment —o’er the Rose 

‘A yeil of moss the angel throws, 

‘And robed in nature’s.simplest weed, 
Could there a flower that Rose exceed? 


AN APOLOGUE. 
BY REV. W. MOUNTFORD. 

One evening a company of travellers dismounted from 
their dromedaries, and began to pitch their tents beside 
a well in the desert. 

Suddenly a band of Bedouin Arabs made an assault 
on the tired travellers, who, after a short resistance, 
were overcome, and were left lying on the sand as dead. 

When the travellers were first attacked, one of them, 
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wr ving’ sung on earth the advent of the Lord Jesus, 

of them, the angel Peace, entreated to pe a 
‘and co-operate with the Gospel. Bnt there was no rest- 
ing-place for her in any habitable region, since every- 
‘where every foot of Iand worth possessing, was the ob- 
ject either of violence or jealousy ; and she needed 
some quiet place whither to retire at seasons, and re- 
fresh her wearied spirit. 

So there was allotted her a small space in the desert, 
‘and ber presence made it blossom like the rose. 

There is no alternation there of night and day; nor 
does there exist there the twilight contention of the 
two ; for it has an atmosphere like the city of God, and 
has no need of the sun, neither of the moon, to shine 
in it. 

And there exists a power round it, which unperceived 
turns every human foot aside, and which softens every 
wild beast that passes through it; the lamb there might 
dwell with the wolf, and the leopard and the kid lie 
down together. Sometimes the vulture pounces down 
from above the clouds, but through sweet enchantment, 
lights harmlessly on some lofty tree among the un- 
frightened doves. 

To this paradise was the traveller conveyed by the 
angel. 

And as they walked therein, the traveller saw a lovely 
maiden through the trees. 

But when they came to her it was the angel Peace; 
and she was kneeling under an ancient olive-tree, with 
her hands clasped, and her head sunk upon her 
breast. 

The traveller wept, so unutterably mournful seemed 
her attitude. 

And the angel Faith took her Sires, hands in his, 
and said, “‘ Bless thee, sweetest sufferer.” 


And opening her eyes, she said, “‘ Brother, my broth- 
er.”’ And she arose and embraced him. 


And he said to her, “ Why wert thou so troubled, 
sister ?”” 

And she answered, “ For wars and rumors of wars.” 

‘And he said, “These thou art accustomed to; for 
never have they ceased one hour since the yoice of 
Abel’s blood first cried unto heaven from. the ground. 
Sister, what new grief is thine?” 

And she asked, “Dost thou not know how latterly 
religious names have been converted into watchwords 
of war; and the Gospel been made ground, on which 
armies meet and fight ?” 

Whereupon the angel Faith replied, ‘This all is no 
worse than the slaughters and oppressions which Chris- 
tian priests have perpetrated for more than a thousand 
years. Whence, then, thy unusual anguish, sweetest 
sister ?”” 

Then she made answer in a tremulous tone, and 
said, “‘ There is a family, once the most blessed of the hu- 
man race ; awhile ago, the happiness of one another was 
their mutual concern ; they had all one object, one mind 
and one faith. Oh! they were Christians, and they 
were my dear delight. But now the father is divided 
against the son, and the son against the father; the 
mother against the daughter, and the daughter against 
the mother. In my grief I have almost despaired of 
the power of goodness ; and have been tempted to dis- 
trust the meaning of that prophecy, the utterance of 
which once made heaven ring with joy—that the king- 
doms of this world should become the kingdoms of our 
Lord and of his Christ, and that they should reign forever. 


At thy coming I was in an agony of dread, lest, per- 


he» this mighf never, never be.” 
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After journeying together some hours, there was dis- 
cerned by its glittering, the marble summit of an Egyp- 
tian ruin: whereupon the hadjis covered their heads, 
and thought on Mahomet: but it was in a holier name 
that the English traveller folded his hands, while look- 
ing up to heaven and blessing God for deliverance. 

Subsequently the traveller tasted largely of God’s 
goodness: but he no longer regarded it as the only or 
the chief proof of Providence: nor any longer. did 
erime seem to impugn the Divine Government ; for, 
from his own abhorrence of iniquity, he had learned to 
infer the intensity of the Divine Holiness ; and the wider 
grew the difference between his saintly spirit and the 
world’s wicked doings, the firmer became his faith, in 
God over all ; since he accounted that the long-suffering 
of our Lord was salvation and not apathy. 

‘Gall upon me in the day of trouble,” God saith, 
“ so will I deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify me.” In 
affliction God doth always administer proportionate 
help, either by miracle or otherwise ; and but for that 
help, there are experiences in this world strange enough 
almost to confound the very angels ; for. this earth is 
such, that even the Son of Man could send on it, not 
peace, butasword. Life isa wrestle, a death-struggle 
between the soul and the world ; wherein there is no 
drawn battle, but in which the spirit is more than con- 
queror, or else perishes: legions of earthly aids are in- 
adequate to’ its help; this only being “ the victory that 
overcometh the world, even our faith.” 

In the spiritual church, there are no side entrances, 
as there sometimes are in those which are made of stone 
and man’s device ; the gate surnamed Faith is the only 
door. 

It is only by welcoming every approach of Faith, that 


he blessed and ali-blessing life of the sister-virtue Peace 
can be sustained in the human heart. 


Some souls there are, in which philosophy can ereate 
peace, arguing first one passion, and then another, into 
quiet, and reasoning discontentment into silence : but 
mostly it is a calm only suitable to solitude : for the pres- 
ence of an enemy breaks it; so does any share in social 
business ; so does the sight of a coveted object, and com- 
monly so will any one of the ten thousand temptations 
with which man is environed ; the multitudinousness of 
their character evincing the religious necessity of his— 
A philosophic is only a temporary calm ; for permanent 
peace among the passions of the carnal mind is not pos- 
sible. The soul’s affections are not to be stifled, but to 
be sanctified : and reason cannot do it; for it is only 
Faith, that can. Holy power, divinest grace, omnipres- 
ent as God himself! It waits round each human be- 
ing, his life through ; sometimes solemnly urging a right 
of entrance into his heart, and at other times, and until 
death, patiently lingering for an opportunity ; and such 
an oceasion is every act of prayer. It is in this open- 
ing of the spirit’s inmost recesses to divine inspection, 
that angel powers find their ingress ; and chief and read- 
jest among them, Faith, the restorer of the soul’s declin- 
ing faculties, the Saviour’s vicegerent for administeri 
in every time of need, that precious gift of his to man, 
which he bequeathed when in sight of death, sa 
“ Peace I leave with you. My peace I give unto you. , 


DisrxcdRp or Deata.— It is curious to watch, as 
I have done, the utter contempt of death with which 
the Turkish soldier marches to meet the foe; he knows 
has been fixed since the day of his birth; 
his 
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body is but an tes-aeme te : 

IL. That he has a conscious individualized existence after the 
death of the physical body. 

III. ‘That the disembodied can and do communicate sensibly 
with those still in the flesh. 

IV. That incalculable good may be derived from such com-~- 
munion, wisely used. 

These propositions embrace what is popularly denominsted 
Modern Spiritualism, andthe questions involved in, and growing 
out of them, are becoming THE QUESTIONS OF THE AGE —than 
which none more interesting or important were ever raised among 


men. 

Correspondents are cordially invited to contribute facts bearing 
on the question of spirit-existence and agency, and thoughts or 
suggestions, whether their own or from the Higher Life, caleu- 
lated to throw ‘more light ” on the great problems of Human 
Life, Duty, and Destiny. Those who write ina kindly, éruth- 
seeking, rather than dogmatic spirit, free from censoriousness 
and needless harshness, with a due appreciation of the value of 
the Past, notwithstanding its errors, will, be most welcome to a 
place in our columns. 

Trees, as heretofore — $2.00 a year, or $1 for six months, 
always in advance. To clubs, five copies for $8.00; ten copies 
$15.00. To city subscribers, when sérved by carrier, $2.25. 
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